
PM 1 - Assignment 5 notes 
 

Feedback from assignment 4 – pointers 

  " The next assignment explores combination print techniques. This is an 
opportunity for you to take even greater risks with your printing process and 
with the techniques you have acquired so far. 

Marry together the development of an idea, as you have done in previous 
projects, with the combination of the appropriate techniques.  

Think about how a particular technique added in combination might enhance the 
print, even if it is in subtle ways. This can often require the alteration of an 
existing plate, multiple plate techniques, or the use of one off techniques like 
monoprinting. 

Finally, remember to consider colour as a dynamic element of the print that can 
add depth to an image, drawing the viewer in, as well as variation to a 
composition." 

 

Part 5 Exploring printmaking and combination print techniques - my focus 

Project 13 was a continuation of the 'bricolage' idea that has been running along 
inthe background for a while.  The first pass was based on an idea of trying to 
reduce the background to the goblet-and-bottles into monoprinted blocky 
shapes, softened with splashy colour. The focus of the picture is the junction of 
the three objects, with the busy background behind.  Getting the tones and the 
colours right with this haphazard method didn't really work, so the background 
tended to dominate, and there's a horizontal bisecting line that needs to soften 
or not be there.  And it's still flat.  The second pass was more about the contrast 
of textures.  If the prints were cropped to the border of the linoprint, that would 
push the background layer back.  If I printed another couple of transparent 
layers just of the bottle glass over the top, then the objects outlined in the left 
hand bottle should be pushed backwards too, rather than just looking like a 
pattern on the glass. It would also be a chance at making the bottles green 
again. 

The wall furniture / ventilators set for project 14, was an exercise in getting 
variety and playing with repetition a bit. The prints I've included are a sample of 
the former. The second set revisited the bash gouge plate from an earlier 
project, and was really just about playing around with various different types of 
papers to see what effect they would have.  I particularly liked using the chine 



colle technique with shapes to create edges, and the textural effect of using 
scrunched up old tissue paper in combination with the ink. 

Project 15 I've written about in the notes, it was really a way of drawing the 
course together, it got over complicated, and I can seen many ways of doing it 
differently, that should work better. 

Assessment criteria 

• Demonstration of technical and visual skills: materials, techniques, 
observational skills, visual awareness, design and compositional skills 

• Quality of outcome: content, application of knowledge, presentation of 
work in a coherant manner, discernment, conceptualisation of thoughts, 
communication of ideas 

• Demonstration of creativity: imagination, experimentation, invention, 
development of a personal voice 

• Context: reflection, research, critical thinking (learning log) 

Technical and visual skills 

At the end of the course, I'm a lot more organised about my process, choice of 
tools and materials and preparation.  I use drawing more to work out ideas, as 
well as photographs, and my preparation is a lot more focussed and organised.  
In this part of the course I used oil based inks mostly, getting the colours right 
was a learning process that I'm still in the middle of.  And using colour 
strategically,  I really need to look at. 

Quality 

I've been using a lot of found, recycled, acquired materials, to do this course. 
I've also tried to do it using cheap tools and materials as much as possible.  I've 
got much more appreciation now of where you can get really results with good 
tools, quality inks and papers, particularly when I look at printmakers' work.  I'm 
also aware of how important presentation is, which is something I'm looking 
forward to exploring through turning this coursework into an assessment 
portfolio. 

Creativity 

Alongside the project work in this last part of the course, I've been running a 
parallel project trying to be as spontaneous as possible using up the materials at 
the end of each printing session – into a set of monoprints of the same shape. 
This has worked really well as a counter-exercise, and some of the results I'm 
really pleased with.  

Context 

I've been reading through my learning log, my Pinterest board my offline notes, 
and the blogs and websites I've thought significant enough to link down the 



righthand side of my blog for this course. I haven't looked at a lot other 
printmakers work, and I havn't been to that many exhibitions.  My context is 
much more with people who make things (including printmakers) locally, this is 
everyday life and it hasn't got onto my blog particularly. 

 

Links 

Learning log: http://pamwright66.wordpress.com/ 

Assignment 5: <link> 

Part 5 coursework: http://pamwright66.wordpress.com/category/log/part-5-
exploring-printmaking-and-combination-print-techniques/ 

Sketchbook pages: 
http://pamwright66.wordpress.com/2014/08/07/sketchbook-chapter-5/ 

Individual assignment tasks 

Project  13: http://pamwright66.wordpress.com/category/log/part-5-exploring-
printmaking-and-combination-print-techniques/project-13-combination-mono-
and-linoprint/ 

Project  14: http://pamwright66.wordpress.com/category/log/part-5-exploring-
printmaking-and-combination-print-techniques/project-14-investigating-
combination-printing-and-incorporating-chine-colle-collages/ 

Project  15: http://pamwright66.wordpress.com/category/log/part-5-exploring-
printmaking-and-combination-print-techniques/project-15-developing-a-series-
of-four-combination-and-experimental-prints/ 

Project 15 supporting statement: 
http://pamwright66.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/assignment-4-notes.pdf 

Related note: http://pamwright66.wordpress.com/2014/08/05/pink-temples-
and-nicholas-roerich/ 
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Notes to accompany portfolio 
Assignment 5 Combination prints, chine collé and further experiments 

  " During this course you have experienced the techniques of monoprinting, 
relief printing and collatype collage printing. This assignment introduces the 
additional techniques of combination printmaking and chine collé. Your final print 
series will demonstrate your ability to choose and use these techniques to 
express your creative ideas." 

 

Task 1 (Project 13) – combination prints (bricolage) 
 

                            

        

• 2 prints from the 2nd set 
• 2 prints from the 1st set               

 

Task 2 (Project 14) - chine colle prints 
 

                          

                        

 

• 2 prints from the 1st set – samplers 
• 4 prints from the 2nd set – wall furniture / ventilators 
• 4 prints from the 3rd set – bash gouge plate revisited 

 



Task 3 (Project 15) – prints on a theme 
 

    

 

1. Bridge 22 
2. Personal geographies (geese) 
3. Bridge 27 
4. Personal geographies (mine) 

See also my supporting statement. 
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