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Tutor report 
 

Student name  Pam Wright Student number   506840 

Course/Module  Printmaking 1 Assignment number   5 
 
 
Overall Comments 
 
Assignment 5 explores your use of the range of printmaking techniques you 
have acquired from the previous assignments, with the intention of exploring 
and expressing your own themes and subjects from which you will make a set 
of prints for your portfolio. 
 
Overall your prints for assignment 5 have shown your interest in looking at the 
world around you for themes to explore within a print work. You have an 
active sketchbook with a good amount of research and drawing that has 
helped to fuel your subjects for a print. Your experimental techniques have 
worked well especially in your use of gauging and bashing to produce 
textures. You need to develop a prints subject a bit further, in certain cases, in 
order to achieve a deeper response within the work; using the successes in 
your sketchbook and other experimental print techniques across your 
printmaking practice will help to achieve this. 
 
Feedback on assignment Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of 
Outcome, Demonstration of Creativity  
 
Assignment 5 Combination prints, chine colle and further experiments. 
 
Project 13 Combination mono and linoprint 
 
You developed a bricolage idea for your theme of bottles found in a junkyard 
shop for this project. I am really pleased to see you continuing to look around 
for inspiration in interesting places and these objects have plenty of scope for 
development within a combination print. Your initial drawings in your 
sketchbook are very bold in their use of colour, exaggerating the colours of 
the forms. I feel the fourth sketch in charcoal has a much better sense of the 
atmosphere in the shop and captures a 'mood' within the glass orb, as if 
almost transporting the viewer to another place and time. Remember to keep 
aware of the successes in your sketchbook, as well as the final prints, as they 
can give clues to potential starting points and enhancements to a 
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composition. In this fourth drawing the volume you have captured and 
atmosphere could be used within the colour composition in order to add 
volume and depth to the drawing and to think more about the 'inner-world' 
captured within the bottles. 
 
The two prints 'first pass' in bottle green are quite dense in their use of colour 
and this suppresses the different layers that you have used within the print. I 
am very pleased to see you self-critically referring to this in your learning log 
and these observations have allowed you to move onto working on a 'second 
pass' that is much more successful. In these two prints a combination of three 
layers works more in harmony together and the final second print with a 
yellow monoprint band of colour has a good combination of abstraction 
against the linear quality of the original subject. Although the use of 
combination techniques has worked well here, I feel noticing some of the 
successes in your initial drawings in your sketchbook could have been 
expanded upon in order to develop the theme further within the print and in 
unison with the creative processes that you have used here. 
 
Project 14 Investigating combination printmaking and incorporating chin colle 
collages. 
 
Your series of 'bash gouge prints' have a really good sense of play with the 
medium and a sense of creating a print within an abstracted process. I feel 
these prints are successful beginnings that could be expanded upon through 
an enhancement of the materials and process. For example, for me the light 
blue print works upside down in orientation from the image on your blog, I like 
very much your use of chine collé here and it feels like the forms are blowing 
in the wind. With all the prints you have submitted and those on your blog 
there is the potential for using a gloss medium in your water based inks or 
preferably an oil based ink on a heavier weight paper that would bring more 
depth to the colours and textures in the print. This could be developed further 
with the primitive themes that are emerging here and potential use of these 
techniques with other subject matters that you are exploring. 
 
The 'ventilation' prints are clearly printed and the grid arrangement has an 
interesting relationship to Andy Warhols famous 'Canned Soup' silk screen 
prints. I feel some more exploration into artists at this stage may have helped 
to inform a direction for these prints. If you have done some research here it 
may be worth inserting it into your blog within these projects.  
 
The vertical prints are less interesting in quality but I feel could have been 
enhanced with some of the interesting primitive gestures in the 'bash gouge 
prints'. This could have placed the ventilation system in another time or 
created a greater atmosphere of decay and objects that sit slightly 'out of 
sight'. In all of your prints in this project your use of the chine colle technique 
has been executed well, remember to use it to enhance a composition and to 
create interesting layers in a print, as with your light blue 'bash gouge print'. 
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Project 15 Developing a series of four combination and experimental prints. 
 
Your final series of prints has experimented with a number of the different 
techniques you have used throughout this course and exploring them within a 
theme of geographies and ownership of your local area. You have continued 
to do some good investigative drawing and research in your sketchbook. The 
only thing that I feel would help you with these prints and future work is to 
marry up some critical research into other artists that might influence the 
development of the print or help to inform decisions for the combination of 
techniques required here. 
 
The four prints you have submitted to me have a bold sense of representation 
of an idea, this has worked most successfully in your 'Bridge 27' print that has 
an almost sculptural presence on the paper. This reduction of the bridge into a 
primitive form could be expanded further and almost has a Barbara Hepworth 
relationship to the idea of the surrounding landscape becoming three-
dimensional form. It would also be interesting to try some of your 'bash gouge' 
techniques on the form in order to add further textures to the print. The 'geese' 
print and personal geographies 'mine' could have been developed further with 
a view to exploring the idea of a 'cave painting' as you mention in your 
learning log. 'mine' has captured this sense of the primitive well and could 
have informed the 'geese' print, this would have allowed you to consider a 
possible muting of the colours of the geese and the possibility of texturing the 
geese so that they feel more physical within the medium of the print and 
therefore enhancing the sense of the ancient within the idea. 
 
You have worked hard throughout this course and you have demonstrated a 
good development of skills and techniques that should give you a good 
foundation for more advanced printing. Remember to consider the successes 
in your preliminary drawings and use them to develop a theme with more 
rigour, this in turn will urge you to look at other art and artists to find new 
influences and techniques that can help to build on your developing practice. 
 
Learning Logs or Blogs 
Research and Creative Thought via reading and viewing 
 
You have produced a good learning log throughout this course showing a 
growing discernment and self-critical analysis throughout this course. Try to 
insert more research into themes and art within the development of a project 
in order to enhance your insight into your work. 
 
Sketchbooks 
Creative thought and practical research 
 
You have a good active sketchbook practice that can be grown throughout 
your future artistic endeavours. Remember to notice the drawings that work 
and use them to develop a line of enquiry. 
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Suggested reading and viewing  
 
Have a look at artists in detail that a print might have stumbled you onto, like 
the aforementioned Andy Warhol, even if those artists are too familiar or 
seemingly of less interest. Look at anything on cave art and the primitive 
including the neolithic period in order to explore possible avenues of research 
between the primitive and the modern that has recurred as themes in your 
work. 
 
Pointers for assessment 
 
Remember to write your name on the reverse of the prints or mount-board 
with your student number and corresponding assignment so that the 
assessors can see and refer to this as your work. 
 
It has been a pleasure tutoring you throughout this course and also meeting 
you at the study visit I took to the Hepworth Wakefield museum. I wish you all 
the best with your future artistic studies. Please let me know by email if you 
have any queries with regards to your submission. 
 
 
Tutor name:  Doug Burton 
Date  27/08/14 
 


